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METROPOLITAN CAMBRIAN INSTITUTION.— Oft Tues- 
day, the 22nd inst., a numerous iheeting of gentlemen, con- 
hected with Wales, took place at the Freemasons' Tavern in ho- 
nour of the first Anniversary of this Institution. The day was 
selected as being also the first Anniversary of the birth of an 
heir to Wynnstay, whose patriotic owner, Sir W. W. Wynn> 
Bart., President of the Society, took the chair upon this interest- 
ing occasion. There were besides present many gentlemen of 
the first respectability, as well resident in the Principality as in 
London, and among them several known friends of the Amen, and 
promoters of our national literature. 

The business, of the day commenced at four o'clock, and soon 
afterwards the judgment of the Committee, appointed to decide 
on the merits of the several Odes, seven in number, which had 
been received as competitors for the medal, was announced by the 
members seriatim; and Mr. Thomas Jones, of Long Acre, (Bardd 
CloffJ, proved to be the successful candidate. It was, however, 
at the same time stated, that, if it had come within the plan of 
the Society to bestow two medals, the other would have been 
awarded to an Ode of great merit with the assumed signature of 
P I. The next transaction of interest was a resolution, into 
which the meeting entered, to purchase the valuable MSS. of the 
late Mr. Owen Jones, now in the possession of his widow, em- 
bracing the numerous productions of the Welsh bards during the 
fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries. And, as, from 
other demands on the funds of the Institution, they were not at 
present adequate to this patriotic object, it was also resolved, that 
a special subscription should immediately be set on foot for the 
purpose : and it may not be improper to add here, that one has 
since been commenced under the auspices of Sir W. W. Wynn 
and the Bishop of St. David's, who have come forward on this, 
as on every other, occasion, connected with the interests of 
Wales, in a manner the most liberal. In the course of the meet- 
ting, — all the proceedings of which there is not space here to de- 
tail, — a copy of the " Hone Britannicae" was presented to the 
Society, with an able and spirited letter from the ingenious author, 
the perusal of which excited considerable interest. The business 
of the meeting closed with the nomination of Officers for the 
year ensuing, when the gentlemen, before in office, were unani- 

vor,. ii. 3 o 



466 THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

"■ -.. ... - 

mously re-elected. It should now be noticed, that two or three 
productions, connected with the views of the Society, had been 
prepared for recital on this occasion, but, from a want of time, 
were unavoidably reserved for a future meeting. 

At sis o'clock the company, in number about seventy, sat 
down to a dinner, which; it is but justice to say, was, in every 
way, worthy of the acknowledged reputation of the Freemasons* 
Tavern; To particularize every national trait of the festivities, 
that succeeded the dinner, would go far beyond the necessary li- 
mits of this account. It must, therefore, suffice to state gene- 
rally, that a variety of toasts, connected with the objects of the 
dayi wete drank with characteristic enthusiasm, — several Welsh 
airs and melodies were played,— and our favourite national cus- 
tom of singing petinillion with the harp was enjoyed in a superior 
degree. Mr-. Edward Jones, BaTd to His Majesty, performed also 
his "Welsh airs with variations" in excellent style, and re* 
ceived in return the rapturous cheers of the company. The ex- 
ertions; likewise, of Mr. Parry, Editor of the "Welsh Melodies," 
who so ably arranged and conducted the musical performance, as 
well as of the professional gentlemen with him, towards aug- 
menting the interest of the occasion, were frequently acknow- 
ledged by long and loud plaudits*. Nor would it be just to pass 
unnoticed the services of Mr. Prichard, Harper to the Gwynedd- 
igion, who so happily succeeded ih extracting the soul of melody 
from the favourite instrument of theCymry. 

In the course of the evening the Prise Ode on the " Revival of 
the Cymmrodofioh" was recited with great effect -by the Rev. 
Mr. Williams of Ystradmeirig* and received with an applause 
enthusiastic and well-merited. In a word* the first Annual Fes- 
tival of the Cambrian Institution was marked by those peculi- 
arities, which are so well qualified to ensure permanence to the 
cause, for which the Society was established. It was the reign 
of harp and song, of hilarity and good fellowship; and it is es- 
pecially due to the worthy baronet, who presided, to add, that 
his patriotic conduct on the occasion contributed, in an essential 
respect, to promote the general festivity f. 
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* The Welsh words, adapted by Mr. Owen Pughe to * Non nobis Domine," 
and finely sung on the removal of the cloth by Mr. Parry and his professional 
friends, as well as Mr. Parry's beautiful air of the "Minstrel Boy," given 
with such admirable effect by Master Smith, deserve particular notice. 

f Sir W. W. Wynn took an occasion during the evening to state, that His 
Majesty would visit Wales in the course of the summer. It is, in tact, known, 
that he intends honouring Wynnstay with a visit about the latter end of July. 



